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Lafayette Edible Garden 

Sunday, December 18th, 5 - 7 p.m. 
potluck dinner

Lafayette Community Center

Park Point Garden Club
Wednesday, December 14th
Contact: Harriet Meagher

722-6762

HOW
Just fill out the Membership Form, enclose your $5 dues and mail to the Club 
via the address on the form below. Or even better; bring it to the next PPCC 
meeting and pizza party, January 19th at Lafayette Community Center. You’ll 
have the opportunity to meet new neighbors and see old friends. 

WHY JOIN
Your neighbors welcome and value your participation. Membership gives you 
a vote in all Park Point Community Club (PPCC) matters.

• protect and care for our Duluth parks and unique Park Point ecology
• offer a Summer Youth Program (formerly provided by the City)
• host a premiere annual Art Fair that has draws 10,000+ visitors
• host an annual Rummage Sale (Duluth’s largest)
• publish the monthly Breeze newsletter 
• maintain the PPCC website and the S-Curve “postcard” message board
• rent out Lafayette Community Center and keep the warming house open
  for ice skating
• create a forum for civil discussion and a stronger voice on a range of issues
• provide you with an opportunity to weigh in on issues of importance to you
  via your voting membership in the PPCC. Public officials and others
  throughout the City of Duluth read the Breeze, and are influenced by the
  opinions expressed via Community Club members.   
• much more—from sharing educational forums, gardening and 
  neighborhood watch to welcoming new residents

Have other ideas? As a member, you can help shape the Club while support-
ing a non-profit 501c4 that keeps neighbors connected to each other and this 
place we call home.

For questions or more information, contact: 
Tom Griggs, PPCC Vice President, Thomg0313@gmail.com.

Park Point Community Club Membership Form
Name(s): ______________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

e-mail address: ______________________________________________________ 

Number of Memberships ________ X $5.00 _________________

 Please mail checks to:
 Park Point Community Club PO Box 16326
 Duluth MN 55816-0326

 The Park Point Community Club publishes a list of member names (w/o contact details.)
  
  Check this box if you agree to be included on the list.

  Check this box if you prefer to remain anonymous.

Starlings in Winter by Mary Oliver
Chunky and noisy, 
but with stars in their black feathers, 
they spring from the telephone wire
and instantly 
they are acrobats
in the freezing wind.
And now, in the theater of air, 
they swing over buildings, 
dipping and rising; 
they float like one stippled star
that opens, 
becomes for a moment fragmented, 
then closes again; 
and you watch
and you try
but you simply can’t imagine 
how they do it
with no articulated instruction, no pause, 
only the silent confirmation
that they are this notable thing, 
this wheel of many parts, that can rise and spin
over and over again, 
full of gorgeous life. 
Ah, world, what lessons you prepare for us, 
even in the leafless winter, 
even in the ashy city.
I am thinking now
of grief, and of getting past it; 
I feel my boots
trying to leave the ground, 
I feel my heart
pumping hard. I want 
to think again of dangerous and noble things.
I want to be light and frolicsome.
I want to be improbable beautiful and afraid of nothing, 
as though I had wings.

Please Join the Park Point Community Club 
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The Breeze
Managing Editor: 
Natalija Walbridge 

Submissions for the January issue 
are due by Tuesday, 12/27/16. 

Send to: ppbreezeeditor@gmail.com

Park Point Community Club 
Officers:

President: Dawn Buck 
parkpointcc@gmail.com

525-1764
Vice President: Tom Griggs 

3429 Minnesota Ave
Thomg0313@gmail.com

Secretary: Sheryl Robins
722 Minnesota Ave.

720-6518
Treasurer: Al Robins 
722 Minnesota Ave.

720-6518

Committees:
Art Fair: Carla Tamburro 

coordinator@ parkpointartfair.org
218-428-1916

Rummage Sale:
Dave Lavamaki 

pointer12@q.com
729-8925 

Environmental: Dick Gould 
727-4067

Hospitality: 
Diane Gould 

727-4067
Ted Buck 
525-1764

Lafayette Square Rentals: 
Missy Steichen

ppccdlh@gmail.com
218-208-9545 

The Postcard: Dawn Buck 
parkpoincc@gmail.com
Sunshine: Pam Griggs 

pamgriggs101@gmail.com
218-260-6032

Park Point Community Club 
P.O. Box 16326

Duluth, MN 55816-0326 
www.parkpointcommunityclub.org

Letter from the PPCC President

Hi Neighbors,

Hoping to see you at the annual PPCC membership drive and pizza party early in 
the new year on Tuesday, January 17th, at the Lafayette Community Center. The 
pizza (from Green Mill)  will be served at 6:30 p.m., with our meeting starting at 7:00. 
Thanks to Diane Gould of the hospitality committee for facilitating this event.

Speaking of membership, I am very happy to announce that Tom Griggs has volun-
teered to take on the PPCC Vice-President position. Tom has been helping out with 
the annual audits and assisting our treasurer for several years. Thank you, Tom, for 
your continued involvement in our community.

Neighbor DeBora Bernick is working on a fundraiser for Wildwoods Wildlife Rehabil-
itation Center, wildwoodsrehab.org. (See page 4.) She became interested in help-
ing the sick foxes near her home and sought the help of Wildwoods; check out her 
Breeze story and see how you might get involved with the event or make a donation. 
Wondering if you have seen foxes near your homes? I see fresh tracks every morning 
on a trail behind my house and I have found a couple of piles of feathers. Klaus is no 
foxhound, but takes an olfactory interest in the fox’s lifestyle and habits.

Thanks to Andrew Slade, Chris Kleist and Erica Strom from the City of Duluth for com-
ing down to our November meeting and describing the rain gardens and plantings for 
the end of the Point. Here is contact info if you have questions on the project, slated 
for this summer. Chris Kleist, Utility Operations Supervisor, 218-730-4063, Ckleist@
duluthmn.gov. I will send out updates on the project, as well. Thanks to Park Point 
residents who participated in the meeting; some good information was shared. 

Officer Nick Lepak also came down to gather feedback for the police department’s 
strategic planning process. 

The membership passed the Art Fair 2017 budget; mark your calendars for June 24th 
& 25th next year. The Art Fair is our major fundraising event, and its revenue pays for 
tree planting, the Summer Youth Program & donations back to the community that 
meet our Club’s mission. The trees for this spring’s planting will be ordered soon. Dick 
Gould volunteered to place the order and coordinate once again; thank you, Dick.

We welcomed two new neighbors at the meeting. Shannon and Mark are enjoying 
our community and also volunteered to help with ice-making at Lafayette, once winter 
finally takes hold. 

Wishing you a wonderful holiday season; see you out and about!
Dawn and Klaus, canine companion

P.S. Looking forward to seeing you for pizza at the January membership meeting!

DOCK 5
Waxed canvas messenger bags with original art prints

Handmade on Park Point!
Get to the Point, Lafayette 
December 10th, 10-3
Winter Moon Boutique, Zeitgeist Arts Cafe
December 17th, 10-4 
Also available at:
www.Dock-5.com
Studio visits by appointment: 
Call Natalija at 218-213-3958
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PPCC Meeting Minutes - November 15, 2016 
The  monthly Community Club meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Dawn Buck.

The business meeting agenda was suspended to accommodate speakers from the City of Duluth. The main speaker was 
Andrew Slade, who spoke about the Comprehensive Plan for the City. Also joining Andrew were Erica Strom and Utility Opera-
tions Supervisor Chris Kleist. For 2017, the City was given a grant to help offset erosion in an area at the end of the Point that 
has lost 70 feet of shoreline. Also, the health issue with regard to water quality was brought up. As part of the project, trees and 
a variety of plantings suitable for a rain garden will be included in at least two locations.

The second speaker, from the Duluth Police Department, was Officer Nick Lepak. He spoke about a survey the Department is 
conducting concerning the perception of the Police Department, what good qualities it currently possesses, and how they can 
improve. He asked that we go to their website and take the survey: www.surveymonkey.com/r/dpdcommunityinput.

PPCC Minutes from 10/18/2016
No corrections were offered. Motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as they appeared in the November 
Breeze. Membership votes were all ayes.

Treasurer’s Report – Al Robins
Beginning balance on 10/1/2016 was $26,083. Ending balance as of 11/1/2016 was $24,902.

Youth Program - position open
Nothing new to report.

Hospitality Committee – Diane Gould and Ted Buck
Thank you, Diane, for providing the wonderful cookies. They are truly appreciated.

Art Fair – Carla Tamburo
Motion was made and seconded to accept the 2017 Art Fair budget. Membership votes were all ayes.

Sunshine Committee – Pam Griggs
No cards were sent out since the last meeting.

Rummage Sale Committee – David Lavamaki
Nothing new to report.

Neighborhood Watch Committee – all of us
Nothing was reported.

Environmental Committee – Dick Gould
First vote taken to authorize up to $500 for tree planting next spring. Motion was made and seconded to approve the expense. 
Membership votes were all ayes. A second vote will be taken in January.

Breeze – Natalija Walbridge
Nothing new to report.

Old Business
No discussion on old business

New Business  
There will be no PPCC meeting in December, as is tradition. Our membership drive will begin in January.  The January 17, 
2017 PPCC meeting will include a pizza party, starting at 6:30 p.m. 

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  Membership votes were all ayes.

Submitted by Sheryl Robbins

 

 

Duluth Native & 
Park Point 
Resident
25 years 

of experience

Just a reminder...

The Breeze is available in either 
paper or email versions.
If you would like to make any 
changes for your delivery, 
please contact: Dave Haavik
parkpointbreeze@aol.com
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Park Point Fox

Park Point Fox at Wildwoods 
Pictured above is Fox #1, at Wildwoods, after her 
second week of treatment. When she arrived at 
Wildwoods she looked similar to her brother (see 
Fox 2 photo on next page). Her eyes were swollen 
shut from the mites and most of her back fur was 
missing. As you can see here, her tail and 
hindquarter fur still has a long way to go. The fox’s 
fur keeps it warm during winter, and its tail wraps 
around the body for extra protection. Should a fox 
loose its hair at that time, it would not be able to 
survive the cold.

Being a resident of Park Point, you cannot help but love everything 
about it. I find it so incredible that we are in the middle of the city, yet 
still have tons of wildlife, from swans, to bear, deer, and even our 
precious foxes. This year, however, our foxes are in trouble. They have 
come in contact with a disease called “mange.” I realize that nature 
takes its course, and perhaps we shouldn’t meddle. However, when I 
saw my dog, Jade, starting to scratch to the point of her fur falling out 
in gobs, I knew the only way to get rid of her scratching was first to 
help the foxes get rid of their disease.

I took Jade to Superior Animal Hospital in Superior, Wisconsin. They 
performed a skin scraping. Although Jade tested negative for mange 
twice, the vet - knowing how close Jade comes in contact with the 
foxes - decided to treat her, just in case. She said that mange is 
detectable only 50% of the time. “One simple test to see if your dog 
has mange is to rub the dog’s ear,” said Park Point veterinarian Jody 
Berquist. “If the back foot starts scratching or moving up and down, the 
dog probably has mange.” Dr. Berquist’s dogs have also been affected 
by mange, so she knows about the disease first hand.

What is Mange? Mange derives from mites that burrow throughout 
the skin to lay their eggs. They make tunnels, causing intense itching 
and irritation. The scratching that results is what causes the majority of 
the animal’s hair to fall out. The mites come out to the skin’s surface at 
night to mate, then go back under the skin during the day to lay their 
eggs. They prefer to hang out where there is less fur (ears and arm-
pits). Mange mites live on dogs and foxes, and can eventually kill the 
animals if they go untreated. Human Sarcopti - mange in humans - is 
called Scabies. Humans who come in contact with a dog infected with 
mange may develop a purplish rash on their arms, chest or abdomen.

How does one contract mange? How is it treated? The mites tend to jump from one animal to another; however, if one falls 
off its host, it can wait around and jump onto another animal that passes by. If the temperature is under 50 degrees, mites can 
only live for 6 hours without a host. However, if the temperature goes over 50 degrees, they can live for up to 22 days without 
a host. So think about this, if these mites get into your home! It doesn’t help to treat your dog if, after treatment, another mite 
jumps onto him. In other words, we need to eradicate mange from Park Point.

After calling the DNR, I was referred to Wildwoods Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, an organization licensed by the DNR to do re-
habilitation for animals that normally live in the wild. At this point, one of the foxes that lived near us had been infested so badly 
that his eyes were crusty and he couldn’t see. His brother fox was leading him around, and he was starting to wander aimlessly 
on the road. They had also become friends with a fawn who’d lost its mother this spring, having been hit by a DTA bus. So the 
deer was also doing its part to help lead the fox around. This made me concerned that perhaps the deer would also contract the 
disease. The people at Wildwoods, however, reassured me that this type of mange does not affect deer.

Mange is a treatable medical condition, but it is highly contagious for other animals, including humans. Treatment is one shot of 
Ivermectin the first week, which kills the live mites only. Please note: your dog will scratch more after the first shot. Then a sec-
ond shot of Ivermectin is needed in week two (when the eggs hatch), and a third follow-up shot for any remaining mites. Wild-
woods is using Revolution on our Park Point foxes, as well. This medication is applied in liquid form to the middle of the neck of 
the animal, which kills the eggs. Veterinarians typically advise against using Revolution on dogs.

Wildwoods is currently working with a woman on 18th Street to treat the foxes, and with me on 42nd Street to live-trap them. I 
know that some Park Pointers have tried to medicate the foxes on their own, but at this time people should please talk to Wild-
woods before they do this, as we don’t want to overmedicate and thus poison them. If you have given the foxes anything in the 
past, please let them know. Wildwoods can be reached at: 218-491-3604
elle@wildwoodsrehab.org,
farzad@wildwoodsrehab.org

My job of live-trapping foxes has been a process. My first catch was the neighbor’s cat, who was not too happy about that, but 
at least I knew the trap worked. That same night, I was able to capture the fox with mange and immediately called Wildwoods. 
They took it to their facility for treatment. Not a week later, the brother to this fox also started showing signs of mange and was 
wandering aimlessly on the road. He was hit by a speeding car. I trapped him, too, and Wildwoods again came to the rescue.

Ongoing work: I sincerely appreciate all the work Wildwoods is doing for our Park Point foxes. Ours tend to be little rascals. 
The Executive Director, Farzad Farr, was trying to hold the first 12.5 lb. fox for treatment when he managed to bite Farr’s finger,
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Free Listings for 
Park Point Snow Services

For the winter issues of the Breeze, we are planning 
free listings of Park Point neighbors who offer 

snow removal services.
If you are a service provider, please send your name, rates 
and contact information to: ppbreezeeditor@gmail.com

Submissions due by 12/27/16.

Park Point Breeze Ad Rates
2” x 3” $10 per month / $100 per year

4” x 5.5” $35 per month / $300 per year
8.5” x 5.5” $60 per month / $600 per year

Contact: ppbreezeeditor@gmail.com

 

A Reminder for Snowbirds, 
Vacation Rental Owners, 

and Other Wintertime “Escapees”
On your list of things to do before you go, don’t forget to make arrangements 
for snow removal!  Duluth City Ordinance requires that ice and any snowfall 

exceeding 2” be removed from sidewalks within 24 hours, whether you’re in resi-
dence or not.  Think about how terrible you’d feel on your return to learn of your 
neighbor’s broken hip, or to hear that a child had been struck by a car after being 
forced off your sidewalk into the path of an oncoming car.  (Or if you truly don’t 

care about your neighbors, think about what the legal fees might cost you in a 
lawsuit! )  “Community” extends through the winter months.

It’s OK to torture the rest of us with your Facebook photos of sunny beaches 
and sailing on an unfrozen bay...so long as you take care of your snow removal 

obligations before you go.  Have a good time while you’re gone, drive safely, and 
your summertime friends will be happy to welcome you back next spring!

thereby breaking it. Mr. Farr was also treated for mange when he broke out in hives. If you go onto their Facebook page, you 
can view the damage one of our foxes did tearing up the inside area of his pen, then finally ending up on a top shelf sleeping 
on blankets (see photo.) I had asked about why the fox wasn’t outside and the response was a sad one. Wildwoods does not 
have a very big outdoor section, and they have yet to build an adequately sized area. Being in captivity is extremely stressful 
on wildlife, so the more natural Wildwoods can make the animals’ environment until they are released back into the wild, the 
better it is for them. Although their initial plans have been approved, they simply ran out of funds.

Hence, it would be great if the Park Point community could come together to try raising enough money to buy the proper 
fencing for an enclosed outdoor area. This may also give Wildwoods a little incentive to stay with treating our foxes or our other 
wildlife in years to come. They said that if our community could raise the funds, they would name the area whatever we would 
like. ‘Park Point Fox Enclosure’ was proposed.

If you would like to help raise money for an outdoor enclosure at Wildwoods so our foxes (and of course all other wildlife) can 
enjoy themselves while being treated, please send me your suggestions. Wildwoods does hold an annual dinner/auction in 
April at Clyde Iron; I hope to see you there! Our first donation came from fellow Park Pointer Steve Sola. Sola has donated 
a one night stay at The South Pier Inn (approx. value $250), so our Park Point Fox Enclosure is well on its way. Thank you 
Steve!

To find out more about Wildwoods, you can go to their website at www.wildwoodsrehab.org.

Let’s keep our dogs and cats safe, and our foxes healthy!

Submitted by DeBora Bernick

Park Point Fox continued

FOX #2: Note how his eyes are 
squinted due to mite infestation. He 
was limping from being hit by a car; 

luckily it was just a sprain.

FOX #1: After tearing up his indoor room 
and escaping his pen, Fox #1 found a 

great place to sleep.

NEIGHBOR’S CAT: First attempt to live 
trap the fox ended up witha very unhappy 
kiity.
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Dec 24: CHRISTMAS EVE  
Holy Eucharist at 4:30 and 10 p.m. celebrating the Word of God 

becoming flesh and blood, and moving into the neighborhoods 

of the world. Thanks be to God!

Dec 25:  CHRISTMAS DAY 
Morning Prayer at 9:45 a.m.

 Share the Love Concert a Success
Our 2016 SHARE THE LOVE Concert was great! It was an enjoyable 

afternoon, with wonderful music, desserts and silent auction. We 

raised over $1900 to use for our CHUM meals and the food shelf. ALL 

funds raised were profit. Thanks to those who attended and supported 

our service to the CHUM community. We are grateful.

Sunday Eucharist Service at 9:45 a.m.
The Rev. Marta Maddy
standrewsbythelake.org

2802 Minnesota Ave    218-727-1262
standrewsbythelakeduluth@gmail.com

We are on Facebook

A people on the Way
to knowing, loving and serving God.
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On Sunday, November 20th, we enjoyed another delicious potluck dinner together and heard from Kris Eilers of the St. Louis 
River Alliance. She informed us about the efforts to restore the endangered piping plover habitat on Park Point. She gave us 
an update on both what they are doing and what we should be doing. Attendee Joanne Ellison noted, “The plovers are 
seriously endangered, with now only 70-some pairs of Great Lakes Plovers.” From around May 15th to mid-June, they might 
be nesting in the sand on our beach. They have been seen between the Beach House and the airport, but no nests for years. 
They nest in the sand away from the tree line. They have natural predators: merlins, hawks, owls and foxes. One important 
thing that we as good stewards can do is keep our dogs on a leash and not running free on the beach for the six-week period 
starting in mid-May. In addition, if we are walking the beach, we should try and keep to the areas of wet sand and be alert to 
the possibility of a small nest in the sand.

Local gardeners who are sensitive to the piping plover issue will be easy to spot come spring: just look for them wearing cute 
piping plover hats that they purchased from Kris.

For our get-together in December, we will celebrate the holidays with a party. Be sure to bring a contribution to the potluck and 
an inexpensive wrapped gift for the fun gift exchange. Not sure what kind of item to bring? How about some homemade treats 
or a great gardening book or magazine? Use your imagination and join us on Sunday, December 18th.

Just for fun:
November’s question: What part of the cinnamon tree produces the spice cinnamon? Answer: the bark.
December’s question: Chinese white cabbage is known by what other name? The answer will appear in the January Breeze.

Sunday, December 18th, 5 to 7 p.m. - potluck dinner and holiday party.  
Sunday, January 15th, 5 to 7 p.m. - monthly potluck dinner and meeting. Stay tuned for more information.

Submitted by Susan Peters

News from the Lafayette Community Edible Garden

The PPCC will be buying about 350 trees to be 
planted here on the Point around the middle of 
May. This will bring the number of trees planted 
since 1986 to over 8000. Many of those planted 
earlier are starting to reproduce; it is exciting to 
see such success! There are still many areas to 
plant, so if you have a bucket, shovel and some 
time, I will be looking for you in May. The trees we 
have planted are making a huge difference in the 
amount of sand blowing in from the east winds. 
They also provide cover and homes for many 
birds and other critters here on the Point.

I have had a few calls about beavers causing 
concerns here on the Point. If you have any 
problems with them, please give me a call. I have 
been dealing with them for at least sixty years. 
There are still a lot of ducks, geese, eagles and 
other migratory birds going through. Watch out for 
your small dogs and cats, as eagles and hawks 
are hungry.

Have a good winter, if it ever arrives. 

Submitted by Dick Gould

Environmental Report

The Park Point Art Fair is a unique mix of visual art, fine crafts, food and family fun located on the nations 
largest freshwater sand bar in Duluth, MN. Guests will enjoy a juried fine art and craft fair as well as chil-
dren’s activities, entertainment, fair food and more! With convenient free parking, outstanding accommo-
dations and restaurants nearby this is a must-attend event!

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS: 
Apply at https://www.zapplication.org/event-info.php?ID=5405
Visit our Festival Website: park pointartfair.org

Application Deadline: March 1, 2017 ($25 jury fee)
Notification of Acceptance: April 1, 2017
Booth Fee Due: April 15, 2017 ($200 10’x10’)
Festival Dates: Saturday June 24, 2017 (10am to 5pm)
   Sunday June 25, 2017 (10am to 5pm)
 
Email questions to Carla Tamburro at coordinator@parkpointartfair.org

NOTEWORTHY
*MN State Arts Board Grant awardees in 2015 & 2014
*Attendance of over 10,000 in 2016
*Fine Art Cash Awards
*Extensive PR and Marketing
*Artist reception Saturday night
*Booth Sitters Available
*Artist hospitality includes coffee & baked goods
*Experienced professional staff

Call to Artists! Apply Now through Zapp
June 24 & 25, 2017
Application deadline: March 1, 2017

Richard Gruchalla & Carrin Rosetti Betsy Bowen

Dan Neff Sue Rowe



 
The Breeze 
Park Point Community Club 
P.O. Box 16326 

Duluth, MN  55816-0326 

 

    Park Point Resident 

Numbers you can use
Got (non-emergency) issues you’d like to discuss, but don’t know whom to call? 

Here are some helpful contacts:
Lift Bridge Supervisor: Dave Campbell 723-3387

Community Police Officers: 218-730-5656 or email at cnagorski@duluthmn.gov
Dog issues: clane@duluthmn.gov

City Councilor Em Westerlund: (218) 355-1137 ewesterlund@duluthmn.gov


