
Park Point Community Club 
Meeting 

Thursday, October 16, 
7 PM 

Social at 6:30
Lafayette Community Center

Park Point Garden Club
Thursday, October 23,

at Lafayette 5:30
Clean up for Winter

Contact Diane Gould
727-4067

Lafayette Edible Garden 
Friday, October 24,

6- 8 PM
Holy Family Church, 2430 
West 3rd Street, Duluth.

The mission of the Breeze is to 
serve the community by:

1. Publishing the minutes and 
financial statements of the 
Park Point Community  Club.

2. Informing the community of 
upcoming meetings, events, 
happenings and projects.

3. Providing a forum for Park Point   
residents to air their concerns.

4. Sharing the history, stories and    
anecdotes that make Park Point a 
unique place to live.

The Get to the Point 
Awesome Art & Gift Fair 
Oct 11th from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
at the Lafayette Community Center, 
3026 Minnesota Ave.  
Shop locally from a nice variety of artisans.  
For more information, 
contact wendyupnorth@yahoo.com, 525-5098.
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Hi Neighbors, 

I have enjoyed watching the recreational activities of Park Point 
continuing with these fine, glorious days of fall.  We know what is 
coming, perhaps more acutely as last winter was “memorable.”

I looked at my little blurb from last October’s Breeze just to see what 
the buzz was last fall. Uproar then was about the City’s surprise 
proposal to vacate seventeen water accesses on Park Point. Fast 
forward to now where the controversy brews around the City’s intent to  
improve sixteen water accesses to the beach and bay. This proposal 
has been called the “Tier 2” proposal, but I have encountered 
neighbors who aren’t really sure what this is or what it means. 
Councilor Gardner recently brought forward and the City Council 
passed Resolution 14-0476R  “supporting establishment of a study 
group, functioning under the guidance of city planning staff, to 
review the various issues involved, including environmental concerns, 
location and number of access points, screening needs and level of 
improvements needed at the access points. The city council proposes 
that members of the study group include members of the parks 
commission, representatives from the Park Point Community Club and 
the Street End Coalition, and two volunteers familiar with the 
comprehensive land use plan. The study group  should submit its 
findings to and recommendations to the city planning staff by 
December 31, 2015.”  I find this ironic, as Councilor Gardner said that 
she and City Planning had already spent far too much time on the Park 
Point Small Area Planning process. 

As usual, I will do my best to share information and opportunities for 
engagement in our community. Information is posted on our website, 
parkpointcommunityclub.org.  

Thank you to our neighbors Lyn Clark Pegg, Judy Dwyer, Bill Long and 
John Sargent who facilitated our special meeting on Street Ends on the 
18th.  Their summary is also here in our Breeze. At our regular meet-
ing, Carla Tamburro shared the great news about another Art Fair grant 
award and Liz Mackay is working on a grant for our summer youth 
program. Diane Lavamaki had news on our new rummage sale volun-
teer- Dave Lavamaki. Coral McDonnell  had news of our community 
edible garden and an upcoming speaker, Angela Krick, on kimchi at the 
monthly potluck. Lyn Clark Pegg collected names of volunteers willing 
to move forward with the street end study group proposed by the city 
council. More information on how you can get involved will be on our 
website and in The Breeze. 

See you out and about, 
Dawn and Klaus (canine companion)

 “The purpose of the Club is to work for the betterment of the Commu-
nity and the welfare of its residents.”

From the PPCC President
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PPCC Street End Discussion Summary
Summary Report of initial discussion regarding Park Point “street ends”

On Thursday, September 18th over 60 Park Point residents answered the call “to inform ourselves about 
‘street ends’ and public access (to the lake and the bay) and to share our thoughts, perspectives, feel-
ings and concerns with one another.”  We met at the Lafayette Square Community Center for an hour 
prior to the PPCC monthly meeting to begin this discussion.  We heard testimony from 20 people, and 
since the meeting 17 comment sheets were submitted on paper and on-line.

It’s clear that many people deeply care about our Park Point neighborhood and that explains the feelings 
and genuine concerns about our lifestyle now and into the future.  Consider these comments about what 
we like about living on Park Point: “living next to water, the lake and the bay,” “a feeling of belonging,” 
“friendly neighbors,” “watching the harbor and the ships,” “peaceful living close to nature yet close to 
the pulse of the city,” “the always changing weather,” “the parks,” “the uniqueness of the longest fresh 
water spit on the face of the earth.”  

The predominant question seems to be: how can we be a close-knit, friendly community while living 
within a park setting?  We are fortunate to live in the midst of seven miles of public beach for swimming 
and beach combing, as well as roadways and trails for blading, biking, skiing, and hiking, and a bay for 
sailing, kayaking, fishing, rowing, and ice skating - all from the aerial lift bridge to the Superior entry way.  
The verbal and written comments by our residents present a wide range of views on how the access to 
the waterways (both lake and bay) should be handled.  That tension is seen in these comments that pres-
ent a full continuum from “have Tier 1 access points only,” to “keep public access like it is now – do not 
publicize the street ends,” to “open access for all, we are not a ‘private’ community.”

It seemed clear from the comments made during the discussion that residents who attended the May 
PPCC monthly meeting have different interpretations of a resolution passed that night. The resolution 
stated: “The Park Point Community Club does not support Tier 2” (May 15, 2014). Based on comments 
that night, it was evident that some people voted for the resolution because they want access to the wa-
ter to be limited to Tier 1 points; others want there to be public access at all street ends.

One view that was repeated a number of times was a concern that commercial development of proper-
ties on the Point would result in increased traffic, challenges to the infrastructure, and disruption of our 
sense of neighborhood.  No one expressed a desire for more commercialization.

Clearly more discussion is needed.  We are a diverse community and we need to understand each oth-
er’s views, concerns, feelings, and values.  We need to find our points of agreement and areas of com-
promise, and we need to create a collective, unified voice in preparation for the City task force that is 
slated to be formed in early 2015.  Through unity we will be a stronger community.

Fortunately, twelve people signed up to continue this process of discussion and hopefully some reso-
lution to our heart-felt and sometimes disparate views and goals:  (in alphabetical order) Lisa Berthel, 
Bob Boynton, Judy Dwyer, Harry Fisher, Gale Kerns, Bill Long, Charlene Shimmen, Rory Strange, Bob 
Swanson, Chelly Townsend, Judy Trolander, Lynn Wegner.  We are pleased that there is another group of 
conveners who are willing to take the baton.  We are always learning along the way, and may we journey 
forward in a good way.

Judy Dwyer, Bill Long, Lyn Clark Pegg, John Sargent
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Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church
2002 Minnesota Ave

722-3078
Fr. Peter Muhich and Fr Elias Gieski

Trust God’s Plan

     Sister Susan Sheehan, a Franciscan nun, did heroic 
work during the siege of Bethlehem.  She carried food and 
supplies by night to those living closest to the Church of the 

Nativity during the month long “around the clock” curfew.  
When asked if she worried about her safety, she confidently 

replied, “I trusted in God and never looked back.”
    

Fear strikes all of us.  We fear the nights and the beginning 
of a new day.  We fear death and life.  We fear sickness.  

We fear each other.  How do we resolve our fears?  
First and foremost by trusting God.

    
 Nothing is going to happen to you without God at your side 
to help you.  The Scriptures do not promise that all will go as 

you plan, but God’s plans will be done.
     Trust God more and you will fear less.

Father of Peace, help me to let go of my fears and anxieties 
and put my trust in you.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, the 

Prince of Peace.  Amen

Mass 8:00 AM every Sunday 
with confessions at 7:40

The Episcopal Mission of 
St. Andrew’s by the Lake

2802 Minnesota Avenue
www.standrewsbythelake.org

Holy Eucharist, Sundays, 9:45 am

“A People on the Way to Knowing, 
Loving and Serving God.”
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Lafayette Community Edible Garden News
At our September 22 monthly potluck dinner we were joined by fer-
menting guru Angela Krick. She demonstrated the art of making Ko-
rean kimchi by layering veggies, salt and a brine solution in a gallon 
glass jar. Our jar of cabbage, carrots, onion, diakon radish, green 
onion, ginger, garlic and jalapenos will be left to ferment for 3 to 9

Meanwhile, polish your bean recipes so they are ready for tasting at the annual Duluth Communi-
ty Garden Program Harvest Dinner on October 24. Also, think about what you might want to be the 
Duluth Vegetable of the Year for 2015. We’ll be discussing it that night. 

Your leaves are needed for our compost bins. Bag up your raked leaves and leave them in the gar-
den behind the “Leaves Wanted” sign at Lafayette Square.

For more information about the Park Point community garden or our monthly potluck dinners and 
events, call Coral McDonnell at 727-6455.

Upcoming Events:
Friday, October 24, 6 to 8 p.m. Holy Family Church, 2430 West 3rd Street, Duluth. Our Annual 
Harvest Dinner with the Duluth Community Garden Program celebrating BEANS, this year’s One 
Vegetable One Community initiative. Bring a (bean) dish to share and be ready with your ideas for 
next year’s vegetable of the year.

Sunday, November 16, 5 to 7 p.m. Monthly potluck dinner. Chad Johnson will make a presentation 
on what permaculture is and reintroduce us to Sepp Holzer and his practices. Chad will share his 
projects at his Spirit Mountain Farm and premiere Sepp’s new DVD, Desert or Paradise.

Sunday, December 21, 5 to 7 p.m., Winter solstice social potluck dinner. Bring a wrapped white 
elephant gift for the gift exchange and join in the holiday fun.

Susan Peters

days at room temperature or longer in a cooler environment. During this process the natural 
sugars in the veggies convert to carbon dioxide (very gassy stuff), harmful bacteria are killed, and 
good bacteria (commonly referred to as ‘probiotics’) proliferate. The result of the process, when 
eaten, is beneficial to gut flora and digestive health. Our gallon of kimchi is currently resting in 
an undisclosed garage on Park Point. We will break into it for a taste at our November potluck. 
To learn more about making kimchi, check out Angela’s upcoming class on October 7 at Whole 
Foods Co-Op.

 

 

Duluth Native & 
Park Point 
Resident
23 years 

of experience
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The Park Point Community Club meeting was 
called to order at 7:43 p.m. on September 18, 
2014 by club President Dawn Buck.  The regular 
club meeting started late due to a Special Meet-
ing to discuss street ends.  The Civility code was 
discussed. 
 
August, 2014 minutes – a motion was made by 
Alan Datanyan to approve the minutes as they 
appear in the Breeze.  Ellen Dunlap seconded the 
motion.  All ayes from the membership.
 
Treasurer’s Report – Al Robins
Al Robins was not here for the meeting.  The full 
report will be available for review on the website. 
 
Standing Committee Reports:
 
Art Fair – Carla Tamburro
Carla briefly discussed another grant from the 
Minnesota State Art Board - $21,000 awarded.  
Goals include increasing both volunteerism and 
the number of artists in Minnesota.

Sunshine Committee – Pam Griggs
Pam Griggs was not here for the meeting, but 
emailed her report.  Thank you cards were sent 
to Gordon Ramsey for the Equestrian police at 
the August meeting and to Robert Pump for the 
Coast Guard tour and meeting.  Sympathy cards 
were sent to the family of Betsy Presley and the 
family of Carol Bonk Glass.  One Birthday card 
was sent to Dawn Buck. 
 
Rummage Sale – Dave Lavamaki
Dave has agreed to chair this committee!
 
Youth Committee – Sally Buck
Card read from a happy parent.  Liz Mackay 
discussed applying for the Parks and Recreation 
Grant for 2015.  Stats were given on how many 
kids participated in 2014 and that volunteers are 
needed on the youth committee.  Motion made 
by Ellen Dunlap for Park Point Community Club 
to support the summer youth program Minn 
Parks and Rec grant.  Diane Gould seconded the 
motion.  All Ayes from the membership.
 
New community members in attendance were 
introduced.  Welcome!

PPCC September Meeting Notes

Watch Committee – That’s all of us
Discussion about rising water levels and some 
wet basements.  Also, discussion about camps 
found on the beach and people camping at the 
end.  Membership reminded to please call 911 
and report this and anything out of the ordinary. 
 
Miscellaneous
Lynn Bentfield gave an update on the 18 homes 
currently up for sale on Park Point. 
Charlene Shimmin reminded folks about the up-
coming election and the option to do an absen-
tee ballot.
John Schmidt asks that people submit stories 
about what our life on Park Point is like and what 
makes it a great place to live.  More info on this 
at next month’s meeting.
Dave Poulin requests that the executive commit-
tee take a look at the Bylaws of the park Point 
Preservation Society – PPPS is a 501C3 and the 
PPCC is a 201C4.
Rowing Club update from Tom Rauschenfels.
County assessor is on the Point – stay tuned for 
details
 
Program Committee – Dave Poulin
Thanks Dave for the great time last month at the 
Coast Guard station and thanks to Chief Pump 
also.
 
Garden Club
Potluck dinner will be on Monday 9/22/14 at 6pm.  
Angela Krick will be teaching about fermenting.  
She teaches these classes at the Whole Foods 
Co-op.
 
Old Business
County land sale info is on the website
No old business pending votes
Still looking into the question of moving the 
night of the Community Club meeting – no infor-
mation available on this yet
 
New Business - No actions.
Motion made to adjourn by Dick Gould – Second-
ed and All ayes from the membership
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Deb Strange6



 

 

 

 

Park Point Garden Club Preparing for Winter

Water plants sparingly throughout early autumn, until the time 
when the leaves from the deciduous trees fall. This allows trees 
to move more smoothly into the dormant season, without pro-
ducing new growth. After the deciduous trees have dropped their 
leaves, give both evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs a 
deep watering. Make sure to do so before the ground freezes.

This picture was inadvertently left out of 
the September Breeze Pictured touring 
the Tompson B& B gardens.

Proper pruning is also preventive medicine for trees and shrubs. Don’t prune trees or evergreen 
shrubs in the early part of fall. Pruning at this time would encourage tender growth, which you 
don’t want. Wait until the latter part of the season, late winter or early spring. Look to remove weak 
branches that might otherwise snap in winter. To avoid salt, pests or wind damage use burlap. 
Also, chicken wire buried a few inches below ground prevents pests from nibbling. Avoid piling up 
mulch right around the base of a tree or shrub (keep it one foot away from the base), as the mulch 
provides a hiding place for rodents that may gnaw at the trunk. 

To winterize perennials use cedar mulch (or pine bark, wood chips, hay, straw). This provides a 
layer of insulation. Snow cover also helps insulate perennial flower beds, but this is often unre-
liable. Plastic-sheet and landscape fabrics will keep weeds down but don’t offer much insulation 
value. Organic materials decompose and also amend the soil. Next Garden Club meeting is Octo-
ber 25. Visitors and new members always welcomed. Call Diane Gould 727-4067 for details.

How can I, that girl standing there,
My attention fix
On Roman or on Russian
Or on Spanish politics?
Yet here’s a travelled man that knows
What he talks about,
And there’s a politician
That has read and thought,
And maybe what they say is true
Of war and war’s alarms,
But O that I were young again
And held her in my arms!

William Butler Yeats 1939
Submitted by Warren Howe
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“Your curb or gutter is really the shore of Lake Superior”

This reminder comes from Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program, which also points out that 
stormwater run-off is the largest single source of pollution in the Upper Great Lakes  - even greater 
than industrial contaminants or fertilizers.  When the abundant leaves, lawn clippings and other plant 
materials that surround us in autumn are allowed to rot in the forest or decay slowly in your compost 
bin or garden, they do indeed return essential plant nutrients to the soil.  When left along the curb, 
however, these same materials deposit enormous amounts of phosphorus and other pollutants directly 
into the Lake, as they enter untreated through city storm sewers.  Please remember to do your part 
by removing leaves & pine needles from the curb, sidewalk and other paved surfaces in front of your 
home, and take a moment to clear the storm grate nearest you.  NEVER rake plant materials into the 
street!  The Coastal Program makes these additional suggestions regarding stormwater runoff:
    1. Keep streets, gutters, and storm drains clean - never use them for dumping.
    2. Compost yard waste or take it to the WLSSD collection site. (Or PP Comunity Garden.)
    3. Wash vehicles at the car wash or on your lawn.
    4. Clean up after your pets.
    5. If you live on the shoreline, plant a buffer of native vegetation.
    6. Garden for water quality: use a rain barrel, plant a rain garden, minimize the use of fertilizer 
        and herbicides.
    7. Keep your car in good condition - fix leaks.

Contact  218-529-3281 or www.lakesuperiorstreams.org for further information.
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Park Point…………………………………………….….Naturally

Copy by Glenn Maxham 
with technical assistance from Anita Neinstadt  

Lafayette Rentals
Rental fees are as follows:   Contact: Missy LePage at 
up to 50 people - $100.00   218-208-9545 or by e-mail
50-100   people - $200.00  ppccdlh@gmail.com
100-125 people - $300.00
There is a damage deposit of $100.00, which is refundable, 
after cleaning & inspection.

Hours available are 8:00 am - 10:00 pm

I was hoping that the first signs of small bird migration in the second week of September were not an evil 
portent of an early winter.  The effect of the last one is still “in our bones.”  For reasons not entirely clear, 
our little peninsula serves as a convenient bed and breakfast stopover each fall and spring.  It’s inevitable 
that some of those tiny travelers will never leave us.

Along with facts from the experts at Cornell, I added a good bit of speculation on the life of this colorful 
little creature.  Groomed for the breeding season last spring, it was ready to migrate in its coal black body 
suit and bright yellow wing and tail feathers.  On leaving its wintering habitat, I envisioned it rising high 
above the tropical forest of an Antilles island in the Caribbean or over the jungle of South America.

Many days later, it could have made a rest stop here before racing farther north to the boreal forest on the 
shore of Great Slave Lake—or possibly on west to Alaska.  On the other hand, I like to think that it found a 
mate and stayed right here or in a state park on the North Shore where I had seen its kind before.

While sitting next to my south-facing window a few days later, three members in a flock of a dozen or so 
ovenbirds chose to land on my patio.  They checked out the vines of my morning glories for something 
edible.  Not an especially colorful bird (except for having pink feet), they looked handsome, nonetheless, 
while moving among the pink and white-striped blossoms.  One of the trio pounced on a spider and then 
all three became airborne again.  

This house sparrow-sized songbird gets its name from the domed nest the female builds on the ground.  
The thatched structure resembles an old-fashioned outdoor oven.  The shrill, loud, and constantly repeat-
ed “song” sounds as if it were calling “teacher, teacher, teacher.”  Like many of our human “snowbirds”, 
some will spend the coming cold months in Florida but most will turn west when reaching the Gulf Coast 
to stay warm in Central America.  How they navigate remains a mystery.

There’s something unsettling and a bit sad about finding a fatally 
injured warbler beneath one’s window just as the escape to the 
south began.  The victim this time was a handsome male Red-
start.  I surmised that the collision with my window happened 
during the night as it flew through the upright bars of the railing 
on my third floor apartment deck.
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Letter to the Editor

Be kind to the tourists! 

I am retired. I watch the traffic & parking closely because I spend a lot of time in what the city now calls 
the Recreation Lane. The press of tourists here on 22nd St - a well-known unofficial beach entry point - 
has never caused residents to park several blocks from their homes, or even a half block, at least in the 
last five years. The big parking events of those years were formal dinner parties at a certain neighbor’s 
house. 2. The beach tourists are only with us twenty to thirty days per year. We have the island all to our-
selves ten or eleven months per year. 3. All the trash left behind by 22nd St tourists this summer fit into 
three plastic grocery sacks. 4. Distaste for tourists is strong among big landowners. In the area where I 
run my dog, for example, nine of those yellow signs represent just two people. These people feel espe-
cially threatened. 5. Let me ask a question to everyone who was not born and raised on the island: Did 
you not know that Park Point was a tourist destination when you moved here? I bet you did. In fact, I bet 
that’s why you moved here. - David Haavik

      The Park Point Neighborhood Street End Coalition met on September 25th to consider its plan for re-
sponding to Resolution 14-0476R (9/5/14) which proposed that a study group further analyze the issues 
surrounding public access on Park Point and make recommendations regarding Tier 2 Access Points 
along the length of the Point.  The Resolution calls for a study group composed of representatives from 
the Park Point Community Club, the Street End Coalition, members of the Parks Commission and volun-
teers familiar with the comprehensive land use plan. 

John Schmidt, newly appointed Park Commissioner for our district, was introduced to Coalition mem-
bers.  He spoke to the need for reasonable public access and stated that a professional needs assess-
ment should be conducted prior to implementing access points beyond the identified Tier 1 points.   

Coalition members heartily agreed, noting that this is indeed the core position of the Coalition.
The Coalition engaged in lively discussion and reiterated its commitment to support Improvements to 
the Tier 1 Public Access points to make them safer, ADA compliant, upgraded in appearance and sig-
nage, policing and maintenance.   Several members noted that the Park Point Community Club has 
considered the Tier 2 issue twice and voted resoundingly in opposition.  Concern was raised, that de-
spite this, the leadership of the Community Club continues to argue for an even more expanded level of 
access that encompasses all undeveloped street ends.  Several coalition members stated that this ex-
pansive view is completely contrary to the Coalition position, as well as not supported by the City Coun-
cil or City Attorney.  Coalition members also expressed dismay that city owned property on the Bay side 
being sold in the upcoming tax forfeit auctions is not being considered for public access capacity and is, 
instead, deflecting the public access burdens to private homeowners.

The Coalition decided to set up three subcommittees with the aim of promoting community knowledge of 
the Coalition’s position, summarizing relevant ADA and legal issues, and creating Coalition strategy for 
fully responding to Resolution 14-0476R.  Members committed to a regular meeting schedule (third Tues-
day of each month), development of a website to share documents and information, and improved more 
frequent communication as we engage in the study committee process.  The next Coalition meeting will 
be October 21 at 6PM at Lafayette – all are welcome.

Patricia Kuszler

Letter to the Editor
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I was at the July PPCC meeting when the resolution was passed opposing “Tier 2” designation of any 
street ends for access to the lake or bay. I was in the minority, voting against the resolution. Since the 
meeting, I’ve become aware of quite a bit of confusion about the entire purpose of the City’s tiered access 
designation – on my part as well as others. I can only describe my perception of it.

I may be wrong, but I viewed it as an attempt by the City, and Parks and Recreation in particular, to 
examine and clarify just how people accessed the lake and bay along Minnesota Point. They began with 
the obvious ones, which they called Tier 1: 12th Street Beach (the S-curve), Lafayette Square, and, 
primarily, the beach house and Recreation Area at the end of the point. All these are city parks, and 
provided with at least seasonal trash cans and washrooms. They have rip current warning flags, and the 
beach house has some lifeguard service. 

Beyond that, they looked at street ends. The street ends, many of which are never developed “paper” 
streets, have long been considered a public rights of way. Some of them have just a narrow path leading 
to the lake or bay, many of them not even that. A few of these have already been vacated, meaning the 
city gave up the rights to them, either granting or selling them to adjacent landowners. In the small area 
plan quite a few more were proposed for future vacation. But some of them have well used and well 
known paths leading to the beach or bay. These seemed to be the ones designated Tier 2. I didn’t see this 
designation as creating new entry points, just a recognition of ones already being heavily used. And 
nothing I saw in the Small Area Plan called for any action at these points now. It seemed like it simply 
identified street ends that might need some attention in the future.      

I live on one of those Tier 2 accesses, at 16th Street. Now, 16th street is a real street, not just a paper one. 
At the Lake Avenue end there is a sign saying, among other things “Park Boundary”, and in smaller 
writing, “not an Approved entry point”. To the right of this signpost is a trail leading to the beach.
For as long as we have lived here, over 27 years, this has been a well- known and heavily used path to the 
beach, not just by close neighbors and other Park Pointers, but “mainlanders”, too. We’ve always 
accepted that as a part of living where we do. Over the years we have watched whole families of non-Park 
Point kids grow up, as their parents bring them to this piece of the beach each summer. It was a once a 
well- known party spot for older “kids”, but thankfully this has subsided lately. The path was so heavily 
used over the years that a large blow-hole developed through the dunes. Members of the PPCC’s 
environmental committee came and fenced it off, planting beach grass and trees, while directing a new 
path around it. This was over 10 years ago. The former blow-hole is now well grown in, but the new 
path is showing signs of wear. We, along with other neighbors, have put up fences and planted a few 
trees along the path, in hopes that it will help slow the erosion. But with time the path will erode.

There is also a trash can along the path. The city didn’t put it there. I did. And I’m the one who empties 
it – not always a pleasant job. But prior to having this trash can, beach goers often just left their trash on 
the beach. Or, if they did carry it back, and found no place to dispose of it, they would leave it in the 
street, or toss it in our yards. The trash can hasn’t completely solved the problem, but it has certainly 
helped. So when I saw that 16th street received a Tier 2 designation, I thought it was a good thing. It meant 
that the City recognized that we were a heavily used access point, and I hoped that maybe, in coming years, 
we might actually get some services. Like a trash can, that they empty. Maybe some “mutt mitts” for the 
many dog walkers who come through. And eventually some kind of improved path through the dunes, 
whether a wood walkway, or some kind of ground covering to help prevent erosion.

Of course I can only really speak for “my” street end. Others may find that designation inappropriate for 
your street. Perhaps you have a little used “hidden gem” that you’d like to keep that way. But some of 
the opposition, I believe, stems from a lack of trust of the city. People think the city is “up to something”, 
planning some undisclosed development. I didn’t see it that way – and still don’t. Frankly, I was more 
concerned about the proposed vacation of other street ends than the Tier 2 designation of ours. This issue 
is far from settled, and there will be many more opportunities for discussion. I just wanted to make it 
clear that opposition to Tier 2 is far from unanimous.  Alan Dartanyan, 1540 Minnesota Ave.

Letter to the Editor
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A Reminder for Snowbirds, Vacation Rental Owners 
and Others Who Escape to Warmer Places

Now is the time to make arrangements for winter snow removal.  Duluth City Ordinance requires 
that ice and all snows exceeding 2” be removed from sidewalks within 24 hours, whether or not 
you’re in residence.  It is not OK to leave your summertime neighbors to fend for themselves, 

forced into the street in the pathway of oncoming autos while you’re gone!  “Community” extends 
through the winter months, and means much more than Edible Gardens and beachside campfires 

at sunset.  Please remember to take care of your snow-removal obligations before your departure.  
(And send us postcards while you’re away...the rest of us are guaranteed to be jealous!)

    [P.S. - If you’re in the business of providing wintertime services, don’t forget to advertise in next 
month’s issue of the Breeze.]

A Public Thank You!
   My family has only been living on Park Point 
for the last year and has not had the opportu-
nity to meet many members of our community.  
I am amazed by the condolences and support 

displayed by Joy Fouts and the families from the 
summer child program at Lafayette Community 
Center after my wife passed away last month.  

Summer camp has concluded, but I would like to 
let everyone know that the gifts, letters, photos 
and cards to my two daughters and I are heart-

warming to say the least.  THANK YOU.  
The girls are doing fantastic.  I did not know 
that children at such a young age could be so 

accepting and resilient.   It has been difficult to 
get integrated into the Park Point community 

with the number of months we have been away 
for my wife’s treatment but I look forward to 
meeting more of our neighbors and creating 

friendships. 
Thanks again,
Allen Cragin

5
DOCK

Hand Made on Park Point
Announcing the launch of an artisan silkscreen studio 

Dock 5 
Hand printed greeting cards, gift wrap and embellishments 

Hand made paper flowers, trees and ornaments
 Holiday shows: 
 *Get to the Point, Lafayette, 10/11
 *Mall-ternative, Yoga North, 10/17 & 10/18, 11/28 & 11/29
 *Festival of Trees, DECC, 11/22 & 11/23
 For questions or show information, contact Natalija Walbridge @ 218-213-3958
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The Duluth Rowing Club wrapped up a great summer rowing season for the juniors and masters with the 
Northwest International Rowing Association’s Championship Regatta, held in Kenora, Ontario on August 8 
and 9. The Juniors (ages 13 - 19) from the DRC placed 3rd out of 11 teams from the Midwest and Canada, 
with the highlight of the Junior Boys 8 winning gold. This was the second year that the boys won that race, 
this year convincingly, while last year’s was a photo finish. The master men and women (ages 23 and up) 
also finished 3rd of seven teams, just missing second by a mere 3 overall points.

A week after the Northwest, 20 master Duluth rowers headed to Grand Rapids, Michigan for the four-day U. 
S. Master National Rowing Championships. While having one of the smallest contingencies at this yearly 
championship regatta, Duluth still managed to finish 12th out of 47 clubs representing nearly 1500 entries. 
The DRC won a total of five gold medals, one silver, and three bronze in the various men’s and women’s 
events.

The annual 25+ kilometer “Death Row”, scheduled for Sunday, September 24th had a slight change of plans 
due to significant westerly winds that did not allow for safe passage up the St. Louis River to Fond du Lac. 
Many Pointers were probably awakened to the 8:00 a.m. cannon start of 25 teams from around the Midwest 
as they started off 39th street on the Lake side of Park Point. This year’s course went north to the Duluth 
Entry, turned two buoys and headed south to the Superior Entry and two buoys, and finished off the 39th 
street line after a total of 18.5 kilometers. While not quite the distance of the “usual” row, all participants, 
especially those from out of the area, were more than satisfied with the chance to row on the greatest of all 
the world’s lakes. Afterwards, the usual banquet was held at the DRC Boathouse, with no one going away 
hungry. 

This year’s rowing regattas will finish with the annual trek to Minneapolis on October 5th for the 5 kilometer 
Head of the Mississippi, and the trip to Boston for the coxed four representing Duluth at the largest regatta 
in the world in Boston, on October 18 & 19. This year’s DRC Boston Head of the Charles entry consists of 
Bonnie Fuller-Kask, Jenny Peterson, Patty Harvieux, Gretchen Madsen, and coxswain Bria Kask.

As many Pointers have heard, the Rowing Club’s new boathouse is still in design progress, with DNR and 
City of Duluth permits now being considered. The Rowing Club will do a monthly meeting presentation, 
once architectural and engineering plans have been finalized. Stay tuned. As always, your contributions 
to the shiny paper dumpster are much appreciated. The money earned from New Page Paper Company is 
used for new equipment in the junior program. Many thanks!

Tom Rauschenfels

Rowing Club News

Northwest Regatta junior men’s eight champions
Various medal winners from the U. S. National Master Championships in Grand Rapids, Michigan
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    Park Point Resident 

Numbers you can use
Got (non-emergency) issues you’d like to discuss, but don’t know whom to call?  

Here are some helpful contacts:  
Lift Bridge Supervisor 728-3387

Community Police Officer Craig Lindberg 730-5727 Lindberg@duluthmn.gov
Parks Maintenance Division: 730-4491 (after hours 730-4150)

Dog issues: clane@duluthmn.gov 
City Councilor Sharla Gardner: 724-4701 sharla.gardner@gmail.com


